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1 . SUMMARY. THREE-MEMBER NIH PLANNING TEAM SPENT INTENSELY 
BUSY WEEK IN MEETINGS WITH ROMANIAN HEALTH OFFICIALS AND 
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCHERS AND ALSO VISITING RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
TO DETERMINE ROMANIAN INTEREST IN PARTICIPATING IN PROPOSED 
WORKSHOP AND, IF RESEARCH BASE EXISTED, TO SUPPORT POSSIBLE 
COOPERATIVE PROJECTS WHICH COULD FLOW FROM WORKSHOP. 
ROMANIAN SIDE AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN WORKSHOP IN FALL OF 
1978 AND ALSO AGREED TO FURNISH LIST OF RESEARCH PRIORITIES 
AND CONCERNED RESEARCHERS IN NEXT FEW WEEKS. NIH TEAM'S 
CONCLUSION RE CAPACITY OF ROMANIAN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 
COMMUNITY TO ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL, MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL 
RESEARCH WAS GUARDED. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 15-21, A THREE-MAN TEAM FROM 

US NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH) COMPOSED OF DR. J.E. RALL, 

DR. H. LEVY AND DR. I. MASNYK VISITED ROMANIA UNDER TERMS 
OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
WELFARE OF US AND MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF ROMANIAN SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF ROMANIAN INTEREST IN 
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PARTICIPATING IN U S -ROMANIAN WORKSHOP ON BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 
PRIORITIES TO BE HELD IN WASHINGTON IN FALL OF 1978. TEAM 
ALSO HOPED TO DETERMINE IF ROMANIAN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH COM- 
MUNITY HAS CAPABILITY OF ENGAGING IN MEANINGFUL, MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL JOINT RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT MIGHT DEVELOP FROM 
PROPOSED WORKSHOP. 
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3. DURING VISIT, INTRODUCTORY AND CONCLUDING MEETINGS WERE 
HELD WITH AMBASSADOR, AND DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD WITH DR. 
ALEXANDRU CALOMFIRESCU, FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH, 

AND MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF AND ALSO WITH PROFESSOR RADU PAUN, 
ACTING PRESIDENT OF ACADEMYOF MEDICAL SCOENCES, ABOUT PRO- 
POSED WORKSHOP. TEAM ALSO VISITED CANTACUZINO INSTITUTE, 

VICTOR BABES INSTITUTE, INSTITUTE FOR VIRUSOLOGY, INSTITURE 
FOR ENDOCRINOLOGY, INSTITUTE FOR DRUG CONTROL, AND ONCOLOGY 
INSTITUTE IN BUCHAREST. IN CLUJ, VISITS WERE MADE TO 
MEDICAL SCHOOL, INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE AND PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
ONCOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD WITH DIRECTORS 
AND STAFFS OF THESE INSTITUTIONS. 

4. ON BASIS OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN US AND ROMANIAN SIDES, 

IT WAS MUTUALLY AGREED AT CONCLUDING MEETING THAT IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL TO HOLD WORKSHOP IN FALL OF 1978 IN ORDER TO 
FULLY EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES FOR FULLER COOPERATION IN FIELD 
OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH. AS PRELIMINARY, ROMANIAN SIDE 
AGREED TO PROVIDE NATIONAL INSTITURES OF HEALTH WITH LIST 
OF ITS TEN HIGHEST PRIORITY INTERESTS IN AREA OF BIOMEDICAL 
RESEARCH, NAMES OF INSTITUTES RESPONSIBLE FOR CARRYING OUT 
RESEARCH AND NAMES OF EIGHT TO TEN INDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS 
WHO COULD PARTICIPATE IN WORKSHOP, WITHIN SHORT PERIOD OF 
TIME. NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH WOULD THEN RESPOND IN 
KIND WITH SIMILAR LIST. IT WAS ALSO UNDERSTOOD THAT PRIORI- 
TIES SHOULD NOT BE COUCHED IN GENERAL TERMS, BUT SHOULD BE 
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SPECIFIC WITH RESPECT TO GOALS, METHODOLOGY, ETC. 

5. AS AN ADDITIONAL DIMENSION TO US/ROMANIAN COOPERATION IN 
DIOMEDICAL FIELD, NIH TEAM PROPOSED TO DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
HEALTH CALOMFIRESCU THAT GOR CONSIDER PARTICIPATING IN 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OF FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER. UNDER 
THIS PROGRAM, YOUNG RESEARCHERS ARE PLACED IN LABORATORIES 
IN US FOR PERIOD OF ONE TO TWO YEARS. DEPUTY MINISTER 
INDICATED THAT GOR WOULD BE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN 
THIS PROGRAM AND ASKED THE NIH TEAM TO INITIATE LETTER FROM 
FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER FORMALLY INVITING ROMANIAN 
PARTICIPATION. TEAM AGREED TO UNDERTAKE THIS TASK. 

6. AT CONCLUDING MEETING, MEMORANDUM WAS SIGNED BY DEPUTY 
MINISTER CALOMFIRESCU AND PROFESSOR PAUN, ACTING PRESIDENT 
OF ROMANIAN ACADEMY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, FOR THE ROMANIAN 
SIDE, AND THE THREE MEMBERS OF NIH TEAM FOR US SIDE, TAKING 
NOTE OF UNDERSTANDINGS ARRIVED AT DURING TEAM'S VISIT. 
MEMORANDUM ALSO NOTED THAT ALL COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES WOULD 
BE CARRIED OUT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF AGREEMENT FOR CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES AND TECHNO-SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATION SIGNED 
BETWEEN THE TWO STATES, SENDING SIDE BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR 
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, WHILE RECEIVING SIDE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IN-COUNTRY EXPENSES. DR. RALL HAS SIGNED ORIGINAL COPY 
OF MEMORANDUM. 

7. WITH RESPECT TO STATUS OF ROMANIAN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH, 
TEAM FOUND THAT IT WAS GENERALLY WEAK AND THAT IN SOME IN- 
STANCES, RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES AND CONCLUSIONS WERE NOT 
BEING SUGGESTEDTO THOROUGH SCIENTIFIC CRITIQUE. DESPITE 
ITS RESERVED CONCLUSION ABOUT CAPABILITY OF ROMANIAN BIO- 
MEDICAL RESEARCH, TEAM WAS GUARDEDLY OPTIMISTIC THAT SOME 
MODE OF COOPERATION COULD BE DEVELOPED FROM WORKSHOP, PRO- 
VIDED EXPECTATIONS ARE MODEST AND MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IS 
EMPLOYED IN ARRIVING AT MODALITIES FOR COOPERATION. TEAM 
ALSO CONCLUDED THAT SCIENTIFIC BENEFITS WHICH MIGHT ACCRUE 
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TO US AS RESULT OF COOPERATION WITH ROMANIAN BIOMEDICAL 
RESEARCH COMMUNITY WOULD PROBABLY BE MODEST. 

AGGREY 
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